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MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 8th May, 2026

S.0. 2376(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (4) of section 6A of the Oilfields
(Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 (53 of 1948), the Central Government hereby makes the following further
amendments in the Schedule to the said Act, with effect from the date of Publication of the notification in the Official
Gazette.

2. In the Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 (53 of 1948), for the Schedule, the following
Schedule shall be substituted, namely:-

“THE SCHEDULE
[See section 6A(4)]
RATES OF ROYALTY
1. Royalty Rates for production of Crude Oil and Casing Head Condensate:
. . Shallow
Regime / Policy Onland Deep Water Ultra-Deep Water
Water
(i) Areas awarded on 5% for the period of first 7 years from the
nomination basis to National date of commencement of commercial
Oil Companies production
(ii) Exploration Blocks
awarded to Private/Joint
Venture Contractors prior to
New Exploration Licensing
Policy 12.5% 10%

(iii) Onland Discovered Fields
Contracts awarded to Joint
Venture Contractors prior to
New Exploration Licensing
Policy

(iv) Areas awarded under
New Exploration Licensing
Policy

10% from the date of commencement of the
8" year of commercial production and
onwards as well as for production during any
other period

(v) Offshore Discovered
Fields awarded to Joint
Venture Contractors prior to
New Exploration Licensing
Policy

As specified in the respective Production Sharing Contract

0% for the period of first 7 years from the
date of commencement of commercial

production

(vi) Areas awarded under 5% from the date 2% from the date of

. . f commencement commencement of

Discovered Small Feld Polic o

and Hydrocarbm}; 12.5% 7.5% of the 8" year of || the 8™ year of

Exploration Licensing Policy commer'mal commer'mal
production and production and
onwards as well as onwards as well as
for production for production
during any other during any other
period period
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2. Royalty Rates for production of Natural Gas except on additional production of gas from Administered Price

Mechanism (APM) Fields over and above Business as Usual (BAU) scenario:

. . Shallow

Regime / Policy Onland Water Deep Water Ultra-Deep Water

(i) Areas awarded on

nomination basis to

National Oil

Companies

(ii) Exploration Blocks

awarded to

Private/Joint Venture

Contractors prior to

New Exploration

Licensing Policy

(iii) Onland and 10%

Offshore  Discovered

Fields Contracts

awarded to  Joint

Venture Contractors

prior to New

Exploration Licensing

Policy

(iv) Areas awarded

under Coal Bed

Methane (CBM) Policy
5% for the period of first 7 years from the
date of commencement of commercial
production

(v) Areas awarded o

under New Exploration 10%

Licensing Policy 10% from the date of cqmmencemept of the
8" year of commercial production and
onwards as well as for production during any
other period
0% for the period of first 7 years from the
date of commencement of commercial
production

S;:Zl e(lf‘ontrac;;i;lcv:;:‘ilﬁsg 5% from the date of 2% from the date of

Small Feld Policy and , , commencement of commencement of

Hydrocarbon 10% 7.5% the 8™ _year of || the gth _year of

Exploration Licensing commer.mal commer.(:lal

Policy production and production and
onwards as well as onwards as well as
for production for production
during any other during any other
period period

Note 1- As per Gazette Notification No. O-12015(11)/1/2019-ONG-II dated 28.02.2019, the additional production of
gas from Administered Price Mechanism (APM) Fields over and above Business as Usual (BAU) scenario which has
been evaluated by third party expert agency and approved by Directorate General of Hydrocarbons shall be eligible for
reduction in rates of royalty by ten per cent of the existing applicable rates.
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3. Concessional Royalty Rates for commercial production from those contracts awarded under Hydrocarbon
Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) basis the bids invited on or after 11" April, 2019: Where commercial
production commences from contract areas awarded under HELP pursuant to bids invited on or after 11™ April,
2019, within a period of four years for Onland Blocks or Shallow Water Offshore Blocks, and five years for Deep
Water Offshore Blocks or Ultra-Deep Water Offshore Blocks, the following royalty rates shall apply:

Mineral Oil | Type of Block Category-I Basin Category-1I Basin Category-III Basin
Onland Blocks 11.25% 10% 8.75%
Shallow water o o o
offshore Blocks 6.75% 6% 3.25%
0% for the period of first 7 years from the date of commencement of
commercial production
0,
4.5% from the date of 4% from the date of 3.5% from the date of
& | commencement of the
Deep water commencement of the 8§ th . commencement of the
. 8" year of commercial | oy .
offshore Blocks | year of commercial . 8" year of commercial
. . production and .

Crude Oil/ production and onwards production and onwards
. . onwards as well as for .
Casing as well as for production . . as well as for production

. . production during any . .
Head during any other period . during any other period
other period
Condensate - -
0% for the period of first 7 years from the date of commencement of commercial
production
o
1.8% from the date of 1.6% from the date of 1.4% from the date of
Ultra-deep « | commencement of the
commencement of the 8 th . commencement of the
water offshore . 8" year of commercial | o .
year of commercial . 8" year of commercial
Blocks . production and .
production and onwards production and onwards
. onwards as well as for .
as well as for production . . as well as for production
during any other period P roductpn during any during any other period
other period
Onland Blocks | 9% 8% 7%
Shallow water o o o
offshore Blocks 6.75% 6% 3.25%
0% for the period of first 7 years from the date of commencement of commercial
production
0,
4.5% from the date of 4% from the date of 3.5% from the date of
« | commencement of the
Deep water commencement of the 8 th .~ | commencement of the
) 8" year of commercial | g .
offshore Blocks | year of commercial . 8" year of commercial
. production and .
production and onwards production and onwards
. onwards as well as for .
Natural as well as for production . . as well as for production
Gas during any other period production during any during any other period
other period
0% for the period of first 7 years from the date of commencement of commercial
production
0,
1.8% from the date of 1.6% from the date of 1.4% from the date of
Ultra-deep & | commencement of the
commencement of the 8 th . commencement of the
water offshore . 8" year of commercial | g .
year of commercial . 8" year of commercial
Blocks . production and .
production and onwards production and onwards
. onwards as well as for .
as well as for production . . as well as for production
during any other period production during any during any other period
other period

4. For the purposes of the concessional rates of royalty for crude oil, condensates and natural gas, the categorisation of
sedimentary basins of India shall be as under:

Category-I Category-II Category-II1
1. Krishna-Godavari Basin 1. Suarashtra Basin 1. Kerala-Konkan Basin
2. Mumbai Offshore basin 2. Kutch Basin 2. Bengal-Purnea Basin
3. Assam Shelf Basin 3. Vindhyan Basin 3. Ganga-Punjab Basin
4. Rajasthan Basin 4. Mahanadi Basin 4. Pranhita-Godavari Basin
5. Cauvery Basin 5. Andaman-Nicobar Basin 5. Satpura-South Rewa-Damodar Basin
6. Assam-Arakan Fold Belt 6. Himalayan Foreland
7. Cambay Basin 7. Chhattisgarh Basin
8. Narmada Basin
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9. Spiti-Zankar Basin

10. Deccan Syneclise Basin
11. Cuddapah Basin

12. Karewa Basin

13. Bhima-Kaladgi Basin
14. Bastar Basin

5. Royalty shall be paid at the aforementioned rates on the “Well Head Price” of crude oil, casing head condensate and
natural gas in all cases, subject to the following conditions:

(1) “Well Head Price” shall be arrived at by allowing a fixed ad-valorem deduction of 20% of the sale price in case

of nomination regime and 15% of the sale price in case of other than nomination regime, towards post well head
costs.

(2) Royalty shall be computed on ex-royalty basis under all regimes”.
[F. No. Expl-11023(1)2020-EXPL-I-PNG (E-33879)]

VINOD SESHAN, Jt. Secy.

Note: The Schedule of the Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948 was inserted by Act 39 of 1969 and
subsequently amended vide GSR 814 (E), dated 16.12.2004, GSR. 559(E), dated 20.08.2007,S.0. 615(E), dated
28.08.2009, S.0O. 173(E), dated 15.01.2016, S.O. 367 (E), dated 14.01.2019, S.0. 1597 (E), dated 11.04.2019,
S.0. 4382(E), dated 20.10.2021
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